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From Mrs May 

Creative Arts week kicked off on Monday with a Samba workshop. All classes had a chance to 
practice some rhythms and learn some samba techniques. It’s not easy to remember different 
rhythms and piece them together but everyone enjoyed trying. It was fun to use authentic djembe 
drums, as well as our own cobbled-together instruments. At the end of the day, we held a feedback 
session and showed each other what we had learnt. It was especially lovely to be outside under the 
new canopy! 
Also on Monday, UKS2 had an introduction to fractal art. Fractals are geometrical figures where each 
part has the same pattern as the whole. They began to create some artwork to continue later in the 
week. 
Tuesday started with some fabulous dance workshops. Darren from Dance Days taught FS a 
Bollywood dance, Yrs 1-3 a Chinese dance and Yrs 4-6 a Latin Carnival dance. All three were great 
fun. It was hard to believe that so much could be covered in such a small period. There are some 
videos on the website so take a look. 
After lunch, the whole school was treated to a performance of Charlotte’s Web. M&M Productions 
have been coming to Longwood for the past few years and we always look forward to their high 
quality shows. Again, we were not disappointed and everyone enjoyed the performance. It was a 
little sad but the message was very happy. 
On Wednesday, there were pottery workshops for FS, Years 1-3 and then Years 4-6. Everyone made 
a face with a comical expression. They have all gone off to be fired in a kiln. We will arrange 
distribution when we get them back in August or September. On Wednesday afternoon, FT, FW and 
FS enjoyed Boogie Mites workshops – more singing and dancing fun and playing around with 
rhythms. Also on Wednesday, UKS2 continued their fractals art work and LKS2 looked at patterns in 
nature and produced some lovely work.  
Thursday was a real highlight with everyone loving the Beatboxing workshops. We all got a chance to 
beatbox through a microphone and the children learnt about loop pedals, as well as being treated to 
some really cool performances. Also on Thursday, KS1 had a very special workshop, learning the art 
of graffiti. They used spray paints and each created their own canvas. They also contributed to a 
class canvas with a fabulous cartoon dinosaur. 
The whole week was huge fun, very creative and the children learnt many different skills. Some of 
them are really inspired. It would be great to see them continuing and maybe building a new hobby. 
There are many photos and a few videos of all the activities on the website so please take a look. 
We are extremely grateful to Friends of Longwood for funding many of the activities this week. 
Creativity is such an important part of who we are and contributes hugely to our wellbeing, so it is 
fantastic that we have been able to have a whole week of focus. 

The staff would like to thank parents for all the presents, cards and lovely messages that we have 
received. The end of term is always emotional, happy and sad, but I wish all our leavers good luck 
and success, and everyone returning in September a lovely summer, filled with sunshine and 
happiness. 

The first day of the new school year is Tuesday 10th September. 
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Staffing Update 

After 26 years of dedicated service to Longwood, Mrs Rai is retiring. We all love her and thank her 
for all her hard work and friendship over the years. She is going to be missed greatly by children, 
staff and parents, but we wish her all the best with her new adventures. 
Mr Noorali is leaving Longwood to go and train to be a fully qualified teacher. He will also be missed 
and has been a loyal, hardworking member of staff. I know that he will be a great asset to his new 
school and wish him a long, happy career. 
Mrs Kacina has led LKS2 since January and we are very grateful to her. We wish her lots of luck as 
she moves on. 
In September, Mrs Jaffer is moving to FT, Miss Brissimitsakis is moving from nursery to FS, Mrs 
Rastrick will join us as the new LKS2 teacher and Mr Hurst will join us at the new LKS2 assistant. 
Thank you for all the lovely messages about Madame. She is being discharged this afternoon after a 
successful operation. She’s enjoyed her hospital stay and kept everyone amused on the wards, as 
I’m sure you can imagine. We all look forward to seeing Madame back on her feet in September. 

 

Summer Fete  

Thank you to everyone who came to the fete last Saturday and to everyone who helped to organise 

it or donated raffle prizes, cakes and other goodies. It was a wonderful occasion; the sun shone for 

us, there were activities for everyone to enjoy and food and drink aplenty. I am delighted to say that 

we raised £1153.35 which will be split equally on school and nursery equipment. 

 

From FoL 

We hope you have all had a fun year with the extra activities that we have been able to run.  This 

year the children have enjoyed movie nights, bingo, disco's, a quiz night and of course the annual 

picnic.  All of which wouldn't happen if it wasn't for your support.  As always we would like to say a 

big thank you to the parents that so generously give up their time to attend meetings and 

volunteer to help make these events happen.  Also thanks the families that support us by coming 

along!!  The money we raise is always re-invested in the children and it has been especially great to 

hear how much they have enjoyed the additional activities we have been able to fund in creative 

arts week. 

Wishing everyone a wonderful Summer and just a quick reminder that we kick off the next school 

year with our annual Picnic in the Park.  Save the date for Saturday 22nd September and hopefully 

you can come along to what is always a lovely afternoon, and a great chance for everyone to catch 

up after the break. 

 

Art Exhibition Success 

Everyone enjoyed the art exhibition yesterday. If you haven’t bought your child’s work, it is not too 

late. All remaining masterpieces are in the reception area. They are for sale for £15, with proceeds 

going to the 52 Lives charity. 
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Interhouse Dodgeball 

As has become something of a tradition, KS1 and KS2 took part in the annual interhouse dodgeball 

today. It was great fun for everyone. Well done to Rowling, who won all of their matches. 

 

 

 

House Winners 

Congratulations to Dahl who are this year’s champions. They were already winning at Easter and 

have had a very successful summer term. All points have now been zeroed, ready for a fresh start in 

September. 

Year 6 Roles 

Congratulations to our new Year 6 class, who were all given their roles (and responsibilities) 

yesterday evening at the Leavers’ Celebration. I am delighted to announce that Freya, Isabella, Sanya 

and Kian are our new house captains, Ethan is our chair of the school council, Ishaan and Benton are 

our playground prefects and Joshua is our events prefect. I wish them lots of luck. 
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Nursery News 

Over the last few weeks, Cherry children have enjoyed reading and listening to their favourite 

stories. They especially enjoyed having a dressing up day, when they came in dressed as their 

favourite book characters. 

 

Congratulations 

Ethan (UKS2) was especially lovely on Monday. He realised that one of his classmates was absent on 

Friday and so may not have brought a drum to school on Monday, so Ethan quietly brought an extra 

one for him. He didn’t make a fuss and Mrs Bresler only found out by chance. What a kind gesture! 

Well done, Ethan. 

Max (also UKS2) showed me his finished piece of sewing. He had designed and sewn a sword and 

scabbard. His stitching was very neat, even on the back, and Max was proud of his work. At the last 

minute, we swapped his artwork for the exhibition, as he wanted his sewing to be on display. Great 

job, Max! 

 

Guidance For Parents 

This article talks about the importance of keeping up reading over the long summer break. It gives 

suggestions for activities to keep your children interested in their learning over such a long period 

away from school. https://www.mrswordsmith.com/blogs/blog/the-summer-reading-slide-and-how-

to-prevent-it?fbclid=IwAR0j_epo1csF8MkfY_uVCSwD75lOWriiXKoRmByvrD90XfuuHMeLLbt07g4 

Following on, you might like to sign your child up to the Summer Reading Challenge at your local 

library. Longwood house points will be awarded in September for every book read as part of this 

scheme. Just show your stickers to Mrs May in September. 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/books-and-reading/childrens-

library/summer-reading-challenge-2019.aspx# 

https://www.mrswordsmith.com/blogs/blog/the-summer-reading-slide-and-how-to-prevent-it?fbclid=IwAR0j_epo1csF8MkfY_uVCSwD75lOWriiXKoRmByvrD90XfuuHMeLLbt07g4
https://www.mrswordsmith.com/blogs/blog/the-summer-reading-slide-and-how-to-prevent-it?fbclid=IwAR0j_epo1csF8MkfY_uVCSwD75lOWriiXKoRmByvrD90XfuuHMeLLbt07g4
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/books-and-reading/childrens-library/summer-reading-challenge-2019.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/books-and-reading/childrens-library/summer-reading-challenge-2019.aspx
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Attachments To The Newsletter 

 FoL Picnic Invitation Poster 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Thursday 12th 
Sept 

7pm in classrooms Letters and Sounds 
Evening 

FT, FW, FS and KS1 parents 
to attend 

This evening is for you to learn how we teach phonics at Longwood. By the end, you will 
understand what you can do (and should not do) to support your child at home. There will be an 
opportunity for you to ask questions too. This event is not suitable for babies/children to attend. 

Thursday 12th 
Sept 

7pm in LKS2 classroom Meet The Teacher LKS2 parents are invited to 
meet Mrs Rastrick and find 
out about routines, 
expectations, etc 

Sunday 22nd Sept 12pm in Cassiobury 
Park 

FoL Back To School 
Picnic 

All family and friends 
welcome. Bring your own 
picnic. 

Friday 11th Oct 7pm in the school hall FoL Quiz Night More details to follow 

Wednesday 16th 
Oct 

3-5pm in the school 
hall 

EYFS creativity 
workshop for parents 

Sign up at reception or 
email 
info@longwoodschool.co.uk 

Nursery, preschool and reception parents are all invited to come and learn how to help your child 
to develop their creativity. This workshop will be a mixture of theory and practical activities, so 
come ready to get involved. 

Friday 18th Oct 9.15am, St James’ 
Parish Church, Bushey 

Harvest Festival, 
followed by tea and 
cakes 

All FS, KS1 and KS2 family 
and friends welcome to 
attend 

 


